
FoolProof                                        
District of Columbia              

Academic Personal Finance 
Standards 2010

1.
 U

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 Y
ou

 a
nd

 y
ou

r m
on

ey
 

1
a.

 B
as

ic
 f
u
n
d
am

en
ta

ls
 o

f 
m

o
n
ey

 a
n
d
 d

ec
is

io
n
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

m
ak

in
g

1
b
. 

Id
en

ti
fy

 t
h
e 

ro
le

 o
f 
m

o
n
ey

 i
n
 y

o
u
r 

lif
e

1
c.

 E
xp

lo
re

 t
h
e 

co
m

m
o
n
 m

is
ta

ke
s 

m
ad

e 
w

it
h
 m

o
n
ey

1
d
. 

Id
en

ti
fy

 t
h
e 

co
n
se

q
u
en

ce
s 

o
f 
b
ei

n
g
 i
rr

es
p
o
n
si

b
le

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

w
it
h
 m

o
n
ey

, 
in

cl
u
d
in

g
 t

h
e 

im
p
ac

t 
o
n
 j
o
b
 p

ro
sp

ec
ts

. 

1
e.

 E
xa

m
in

e 
th

e 
re

al
-l

if
e 

sc
ar

y 
lo

o
k 

at
 f
in

an
ci

al
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

sc
am

s 
ai

m
ed

 a
t 

yo
u
n
g
 p

eo
p
le

1
f.
 I

d
en

ti
fy

 t
h
e 

re
al

-l
if
e 

p
o
te

n
ti
al

 d
an

g
er

s 
o
f 
p
o
o
r 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

d
ec

is
io

n
-m

ak
in

g
 r

eg
ar

d
in

g
 m

o
n
ey

Social Studies: Principles of Economics [E]
E.1.1 Explain the causal relationship between scarcity and the need for 
choices X X X X X X X
E.1.2 Explain opportunity cost and marginal benefit and marginal cost

E.2.3 Outline the differences between short-term and long-term interest 
rates and their relative significance

E.3.5 Explain the process by which competition among buyers and sellers 
determines a market price

E.3.9 Describe the functions of financial markets

Reading/English Language Arts
10.LD-D.1 Participate productively in self-directed
teams for a particular purpose, including posing relevant questions, 
extracting essential information from others' input, building on the ideas of 
others, and contributing relevant information or ideas in group discussions 
and summarizing orally, in a coherent and organized way

X X X X X X X

10.LD-O.7 Give formal and informal talks, using
appropriate level of formality for audience and purpose, as well as rhetorical 
devices

9.W-E.2 Produce functional texts

12.W-R.5 Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been addressed

12.EL.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, paragraph and sentence 
structure, diction, and usage

12.EL.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use 
of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization

Module # 1 When It Hits The Fan! 
Core message: Your credit will rule your life.
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Social Studies: Principles of Economics [E]
E.1.1 Explain the causal relationship between scarcity and the need for 
choices X X X X X X X X
E.1.2 Explain opportunity cost and marginal benefit and marginal cost

E.2.3 Outline the differences between short-term and long-term interest 
rates and their relative significance X X X X X X X X
E.3.5 Explain the process by which competition among buyers and sellers 
determines a market price

E.3.9 Describe the functions of financial markets

Reading/English Language Arts
10.LD-D.1 Participate productively in self-directed
teams for a particular purpose, including posing relevant questions, 
extracting essential information from others' input, building on the ideas of 
others, and contributing relevant information or ideas i X X X X X X X X

10.LD-O.7 Give formal and informal talks, using
appropriate level of formality for audience and purpose, as well as rhetorical 
devices

9.W-E.2 Produce functional texts

12.W-R.5 Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been addressed

12.EL.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, paragraph and sentence 
structure, diction, and usage

12.EL.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use 
of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization

Module # 2 Breathing Without Air! 
Core message: You are the only person who determines your credit.
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Social Studies: Principles of Economics [E]
E.1.1 Explain the causal relationship between scarcity and the need for 
choices X X X X X X
E.1.2 Explain opportunity cost and marginal benefit and marginal cost X X X X X X
E.2.3 Outline the differences between short-term and long-term interest 
rates and their relative significance X X X X X X
E.3.5 Explain the process by which competition among buyers and sellers 
determines a market price

E.3.9 Describe the functions of financial markets

Reading/English Language Arts
10.LD-D.1 Participate productively in self-directed
teams for a particular purpose, including posing relevant questions, 
extracting essential information from others' input, building on the ideas of 
others, and contributing relevant information or ideas i X X X X X X

10.LD-O.7 Give formal and informal talks, using
appropriate level of formality for audience and purpose, as well as rhetorical 
devices

9.W-E.2 Produce functional texts

12.W-R.5 Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been addressed

12.EL.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, paragraph and sentence 
structure, diction, and usage

12.EL.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use 
of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization

Module # 3 Kick Some Buck!
Core message: Smart consumers critically evaluate marketing and advertising messages rather than simply 

accepting them.
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Social Studies: Principles of Economics [E]
E.1.1 Explain the causal relationship between scarcity and the need for 
choices

E.1.2 Explain opportunity cost and marginal benefit and marginal cost

E.2.3 Outline the differences between short-term and long-term interest 
rates and their relative significance

E.3.5 Explain the process by which competition among buyers and sellers 
determines a market price

E.3.9 Describe the functions of financial markets

Reading/English Language Arts
10.LD-D.1 Participate productively in self-directed
teams for a particular purpose, including posing relevant questions, 
extracting essential information from others' input, building on the ideas of 
others, and contributing relevant information or ideas i X X X X X X X X X X

10.LD-O.7 Give formal and informal talks, using
appropriate level of formality for audience and purpose, as well as rhetorical 
devices

9.W-E.2 Produce functional texts

12.W-R.5 Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been addressed

12.EL.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, paragraph and sentence 
structure, diction, and usage

12.EL.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use 
of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization

Module # 4 Road Trip!
Core message: Checking accounts and savings accounts are indispensable, powerful, and potentially dangerous tools.
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Social Studies: Principles of Economics [E]
E.1.1 Explain the causal relationship between scarcity and the need for 
choices

E.1.2 Explain opportunity cost and marginal benefit and marginal cost

E.2.3 Outline the differences between short-term and long-term interest 
rates and their relative significance X X X X X X X X X X
E.3.5 Explain the process by which competition among buyers and sellers 
determines a market price

E.3.9 Describe the functions of financial markets

Reading/English Language Arts
10.LD-D.1 Participate productively in self-directed
teams for a particular purpose, including posing relevant questions, 
extracting essential information from others' input, building on the ideas of 
others, and contributing relevant information or ideas i X X X X X X X X X X

10.LD-O.7 Give formal and informal talks, using
appropriate level of formality for audience and purpose, as well as rhetorical 
devices

9.W-E.2 Produce functional texts

12.W-R.5 Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been addressed

12.EL.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, paragraph and sentence 
structure, diction, and usage

12.EL.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use 
of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization

Module # 5 Sucker Punch!
Core message: Use credit cards very wisely or you will be hurt.
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Social Studies: Principles of Economics [E]
E.1.1 Explain the causal relationship between scarcity and the need for 
choices

E.1.2 Explain opportunity cost and marginal benefit and marginal cost X X X X X X
E.2.3 Outline the differences between short-term and long-term interest 
rates and their relative significance

E.3.5 Explain the process by which competition among buyers and sellers 
determines a market price

E.3.9 Describe the functions of financial markets

Reading/English Language Arts
10.LD-D.1 Participate productively in self-directed
teams for a particular purpose, including posing relevant questions, 
extracting essential information from others' input, building on the ideas of 
others, and contributing relevant information or ideas i X X X X X X

10.LD-O.7 Give formal and informal talks, using
appropriate level of formality for audience and purpose, as well as rhetorical 
devices

9.W-E.2 Produce functional texts

12.W-R.5 Revise writing to improve style, word choice, sentence variety, 
and subtlety of meaning after rethinking how well questions of purpose, 
audience, and genre have been addressed

12.EL.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, paragraph and sentence 
structure, diction, and usage

12.EL.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use 
of the conventions of punctuation and capitalization

Episode One:  Burning Money  Core Message: Burning money introduces the concept Episode One:  Burning Money  
Core Message:  Burning money introduces the concept that money is a limited and perishable resource:  we 

spend our lives trying to have enough of it, and once we’ve spent it, it’s gone.


